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Abstract

Introduction: Digital transformation, as an emerging concept in the realm of academic
libraries, has become a fundamental pillar for the survival and advancement of these
institutions in the information age. However, the lack of comprehensive research and the
ambiguity surrounding its implementation, particularly in lranian public universities,
highlight the necessity of a more in-depth examination of this issue. This uncertainty
underscores the importance of identifying and understanding the essential requirements for
digital transformation in these academic institutions. A previous study, employing the Delphi
method, took an initial step in identifying the factors influencing digital transformation in
Iranian public university libraries and proposed a corresponding model. Accordingly, a
subsequent study aimed at validating this model is essential to assess its alignment with the
realities faced by public university libraries under the supervision of the Ministry of Science,
Research, and Technology. The present study, therefore, seeks to evaluate the validity of the
proposed digital transformation model for public university libraries governed by the
Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology.

Methodology: This study was conducted using a quantitative approach and a survey method
and is applied in terms of its purpose. The research instrument was a researcher-developed
questionnaire comprising seven main questions and 139 sub-questions, focusing on factors
influencing the digital transformation of public university libraries in Iran. To assess the
validity of the questionnaire, both content validity and construct validity were employed. The
study's statistical population consisted of 753 individuals, including directors, deputy
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directors, and librarians of central libraries, as well as faculty members in library and
information science at public universities under the supervision of the Iranian Ministry of
Science, Research, and Technology. A total of 258 participants were selected for the
statistical sample using a convenience sampling method followed by stratified sampling.
Based on the ratio of faculty members to library directors and librarians, the sample included
41 faculty members and 217 directors and librarians. Ultimately, 247 participants returned
completed questionnaires, yielding a response rate of 95.7%. The validity of the research
model was examined using the second type of structural equation modeling (SEM),
specifically the partial least squares (PLS) method. For the model evaluation, two approaches
were employed: the Reflective Measurement Theory and the Structural Theory. The
evaluation of the reflective measurement model comprised three key stages: reliability testing
of the reflective measurement model, validity testing, and quality assessment of the
measurement model. Meanwhile, the structural model evaluation involved the assessment of
path coefficients, the coefficient of determination index, and the predictive relevance index.
All analyses were conducted using PLS software version 4.

Findings: The analysis presented in the reliability section of the measurement model
indicates that the factor loadings for the majority of indicator constructs exceed 0.7, with
their significance duly confirmed. The latent variable values within the study were also above
0.7, reaffirming the reliability of the measurement model. Furthermore, the composite
reliability criterion for the research variables exceeded 0.7, further validating the reliability
of the research indicators. The findings of the convergent validity test revealed that the
average variance extracted (AVE) for the research constructs ranged between 0.677 and 0.9,
surpassing the minimum threshold of 0.5 required for acceptable variance extraction. This
demonstrates strong internal consistency and validity within the measurement model.
Similarly, the results of the divergent validity test confirmed that the square root of the AVE
values for all research constructs exceeded the correlation values between them, thereby
establishing appropriate divergent validity and affirming a good fit for the measurement
model. The results of the model measurement quality test further indicated that all indices
yielded positive values, confirming the satisfactory quality of the reflective measurement
model. In the structural model tests, the path coefficient analysis demonstrated that all
coefficients had significance values exceeding 1.96, thereby validating the relationships
between components and variables at a 95% confidence level. Moreover, the coefficient of
determination index for all constructs was found to be significant and moderate. The
predictive relevance index values calculated for all reflective latent variables were above
zero, indicating the model's predictive capability. Additionally, the goodness-of-fit (GoF)
index for the model was 0.8, signifying a strong overall model fit. In conclusion, the findings
across various aspects of the study confirm that the digital transformation model of public
university libraries in Iran—comprising seven main dimensions, 25 concepts, and 139
components—demonstrates a strong fit and high quality within the context of public
university libraries under the supervision of the Iranian Ministry of Science, Research, and
Technology. The model exhibits a good fit and quality in terms of three key aspects:
measurement model fit, structural model fit, and overall model fit. Furthermore, the resulting
questionnaire demonstrates strong validity and reliability.

Discussion and Conclusion: The proposed model proficiently identifies the requirements
and key factors influencing the digital transformation of public university libraries in Iran,
operating under the supervision of the Iranian Ministry of Science, Research, and
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Technology. It provides a valuable framework for the effective implementation of digital
transformation strategies within these institutions.

Originality: This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the requirements and
factors influencing the digital transformation of public university libraries in Iran, thereby
facilitating the enhancement of their performance in the competitive information landscape.

Keywords: digital transformation, university library, library digital transformation model,
model validation
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1. face validity

2. Logical validity

3. representativeness
4. clarity

5. comprehensiveness
6. factor structure
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1. content validity index (CVI)

2. factorial validity index (FVI)

3. reliability or inter rater agreement (IRA)
4. Davis
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Abstract

Introduction: Institutional repositories, along with the research data and learning objects
they contain, must conform to established standards. Consequently, metadata management is
of paramount importance in the development of such repositories. This study aims to identify
appropriate metadata elements for the organization of e-learning objects, drawing upon the
IEEE Learning Object Metadata (LOM) standard as a foundation, and to develop
enhancements to this standard for application within the institutional repositories of Iranian
medical universities.

Methodology: This applied research was conducted in several stages. Initially, a descriptive
survey methodology was employed, utilizing observation and checklists for data collection.
Sixteen repositories associated with Iranian universities of medical sciences were identified.
Subsequently, the metadata elements of learning objects and the standards governing the
organization of electronic learning objects within these institutional repositories were
determined. A comparative analysis was conducted between the metadata elements extracted
from the electronic learning objects within the institutional repositories of Iranian medical
sciences universities and a checklist of standard learning object metadata elements. This
comparison facilitated the identification of overlapping elements and provided a descriptive
profile of the electronic learning objects within these repositories. A two-round
questionnaire, designed for a target community comprising information organization and e-
learning specialists, was subsequently administered.

In the second phase, a range of new metadata elements was identified to enhance the LOM
standard. This identification process involved documentary observation, document analysis,
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examination of pertinent literature, and research employing a meta-synthesis methodology. The
third phase utilized a researcher-designed questionnaire administered via the Delphi method to
refine and validate these findings with expert input. The fourth and final phase resulted in a
validated set of elements and entities specifically designed for e-learning objects within the
institutional repositories of Iranian medical universities. The first phase of this statistical
population study, concerning questionnaire design, utilized learning objects available in the
organizational repositories of Iranian universities of medical sciences possessing such
repositories. The second phase, questionnaire validation, involved specialists in information
organization, metadata standards, and e-learning. Data collection for this research employed
structured observation, surveys, documentary analysis, meta-synthesis, and the Delphi technique.
This study employed a researcher-designed questionnaire, aligned with a standard metadata
framework for learning objects, as its data collection instrument. The questionnaire's objective
was threefold: to assess the validity and importance of metadata elements for describing learning
objects within the organizational repositories of Iranian medical science universities; to evaluate
the accuracy of existing translations; and to ascertain the level of compliance with the identified
metadata elements. Data gathered through two Delphi rounds using the aforementioned
questionnaire, along with a table of newly identified metadata elements proposed for enriching
the learning object metadata standard, were analyzed. Descriptive statistics, including frequency
distribution tables, frequency percentage, cumulative frequency, median, mean, and standard
deviation, are presented to summarize and interpret the findings.

Findings: The research findings indicated that the institutional repositories of Iranian
medical universities do not adhere to metadata standards for the storage and organization of
learning objects. Of the 60 elements comprising the Learning Object Metadata standard, only
25 elements (41%) were represented within the identified elements from these repositories.
The research findings indicated that the institutional repositories of Iranian medical
universities do not adhere to metadata standards for the storage and organization of learning
objects. Of the 60 elements that make up the LOM standard, only 25 elements (41%) were
represented among the identified elements from these repositories. Additionally, regarding
the rights of learning objects, the degree of compliance was reported for only one item. The
findings from the Delphi rounds indicated that in assessing the importance of metadata
elements for describing e-learning objects—measured using a Likert scale ranging from very
high to very low—the results were favorable regarding the presence of metadata elements
within the organization. The storage of electronic learning objects in the institutional
repositories of Iranian medical sciences universities was reported with a frequency of
89.73%. The findings from the first and second rounds of the Delphi study, which examined
the correspondence between metadata elements used for describing electronic learning
objects and the standard metadata elements of the LOM standard, indicated that 24.97% of
the elements exhibited the highest level of correspondence. Additionally, the LOM standard
was enriched with three elements approved by experts. The identified elements pertained to
the development of the life-cycle category, classification category, and relationship category.
Discussion and Conclusion: The research findings suggest that the LOM standard, as a
comprehensive framework encompassing various types of metadata, is well-suited for
organizing e-learning objects within the institutional repositories of Iran's medical
universities. Therefore, its adoption is highly recommended for this purpose.

Keywords: E-learning, institutional repositories, medical university, metadata standard,
learning object, Learning Object Metadata
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Abstract:

Introduction: It has been less than two decades since the emergence of e-readers in the
world, but their use in Iran dates back about 10 years. E-reader apps, as user-interactive
applications, have unique features and capabilities, and each of them has unique users and
enthusiasts who have expectations of these applications. This research investigates users'
mental models of E-reader application interaction.

Methodology: This research adopts a pragmatic approach, employing qualitative methods to
investigate the mental models of users interacting with e-reader application interfaces. Data
collection involved exploratory observation and the think-aloud protocol. A rigorous process
was followed, encompassing participant training on research objectives and methodologies,
the establishment of a suitable research environment, the provision of task-specific
instructions, and the recording of all sessions. The participant pool, comprised of users of
domestic e-reader applications, was recruited using snowball sampling. Participants were
asked to verbalize their interaction process with an e-reader application, from launch to
completion of their intended activity. Specifically, individual participants were observed,
remotely via videoconferencing software, as they used the application, articulating their
thoughts, feelings, and opinions throughout the interaction, from initial search to goal
attainment. These sessions were recorded using FastStone screen recording software. Data
collection continued until saturation was reached, which occurred after observing 11
participants. Subsequent to achieving saturation, data analysis commenced. To ensure rigor,
the study employed Lincoln and Guba's criteria for validity and reliability. Qualitative data
were analyzed using content analysis, involving the categorization and grouping of codes.
MAXQDA (version 22) software facilitated the coding process.

Findings: The research findings indicated that user interactions with e-reader applications
were primarily concentrated within the "Content™" (123 instances) and "Interactive Aspects
and Feedback" (103 instances) subcategories. Conversely, the least frequent interactions
pertained to "Appearance Settings" (44 instances), "Access" (46 instances), and "Support and
Technical Issues” (50 instances). Given the participants' freedom to articulate their mental
models while interacting with the e-reader application user interfaces, and their
encouragement to verbalize their thought processes, their concurrent verbalizations of
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interaction methods and activities frequently included proposed solutions and opinions
regarding communication enhancement. In essence, these end-users, by virtue of their direct
engagement with the e-reader applications, offered valuable insights and suggestions for
improvement. This study examined user suggestions for system improvement, encompassing
technical enhancements, feature additions, and user interface modifications. Suggestions
were treated as a broad category, subsequently classified into eight distinct subcategories
comprising 49 individual items. The analysis of these suggestions offers developers potential
avenues for enhancing user experience and increasing user satisfaction. User-generated
suggestions for enhancing e-reader application performance predominantly fall within the
"Content" subcategory (n=16), followed by "Access" (n=11) and "Interaction" (n=10).
"Search” and "Appearance Settings" each received minimal attention, with only one
suggestion per subcategory.

Discussion and Conclusion: Shifting user emphasis towards the interactive and content-
driven facets of software applications may be attributed to evolving cultural norms and
emerging user needs centered on social connectivity and experiential sharing. This study
offers insights that can inform the design of E-reader application features by elucidating user
needs and expectations related to social interactions.

Originality: While the adoption of e-readers in Iran is not yet widespread, the rapid pace of
technological advancement suggests an imminent expansion in their usage. Consequently,
this research offers significant value and originality by focusing on users' mental models.
Specifically, by examining these mental models in relation to user characteristics and
interaction patterns with e-reader applications, and by comparing them with other interactive
models, this study provides designers and manufacturers with a more authentic and
empirically grounded understanding of user needs.

Keywords: E-Reader Application, User Experience, User Interface, Mental Models
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Abstract

Introduction: Social networks in libraries, particularly within academic and university
settings, have emerged as a powerful medium for facilitating communication among faculty
members, students, librarians, and other stakeholders. What distinguishes the contemporary era
from previous periods is the centrality of knowledge—both for individuals and organizations.
Success, whether at the individual or institutional level, is increasingly contingent upon the
effective acquisition, management, and dissemination of knowledge. Consequently,
advancement and development are contingent upon leveraging key instruments of knowledge
and wisdom, among which knowledge management has become a critical mechanism for
enhancing organizational and societal efficiency. Knowledge management encompasses the
systematic processes of collecting, organizing, and disseminating knowledge across an
institution. Among the most impactful tools for knowledge management in modern
organizations is the development of social networks, a phenomenon that has gained prominence
following the rise of digital platforms. In academic libraries, these networks serve as dynamic
spaces for collaboration, resource-sharing, and intellectual exchange, thereby reinforcing their
role as vital hubs of scholarly engagement. Existing studies suggest that social networks in
libraries, particularly academic libraries, present numerous challenges and opportunities for
utilization. The current research is designed as an investigative and responsive study addressing
the issues and complexities associated with networks in academic libraries. Literature indicates
that limited research has been conducted on knowledge-based social networks and their role in
organizational knowledge management within academic library settings. In fact, this study
represents one of the pioneering works on knowledge-based social networks in Iranian
academic libraries, contributing to an emerging and innovative area of research.
Methodology: Existing studies suggest that social networks in libraries, particularly academic
libraries, present numerous challenges and opportunities for utilization. The current research is
designed as an investigative and responsive study addressing the issues and complexities
associated with networks in academic libraries. Literature indicates that limited research has
been conducted on knowledge-based social networks and their role in organizational
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knowledge management within academic library settings. In fact, this study represents one
of the pioneering works on knowledge-based social networks in Iranian academic libraries,
contributing to an emerging and innovative area of research. The sample size for this study
was determined based on the population size table and the Krejcie and Morgan (1970)
sampling formula, resulting in the selection of 55 participants through a proportional
stratified random sampling method. Data were collected using a researcher-developed
guestionnaire, designed as a 5-point Likert scale and administered electronically. Prior to
distribution, the questionnaire’s validity was assessed and confirmed by a panel of five
professors in Information Science and Knowledge at Razi University. To ensure the
reliability of the data collection instrument, Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was computed,
yielding an acceptable level of internal consistency. The collected data were analyzed using
both descriptive and inferential statistical methods.

Findings: The research findings revealed that among the components of knowledge-based
social networks—structural, technical, content, and educational dimensions—along with
organizational culture as a mediating variable, hierarchical regression analysis was
conducted. Upon entering the structural dimension into the model, the overall model
accounted for 25% of the variance in knowledge-based social networks. With the subsequent
inclusion of content, educational, and technical dimensions, the final model explained 35%
of the variance. Additionally, the results demonstrated that structural dimensions
significantly influence knowledge-based social networks in Iranian university libraries. The
findings of this study suggest the existence of a robust technical infrastructure (network)
within the organization, designed to facilitate knowledge sharing, information organization,
and professional networking. This structure serves multiple functions, including fostering
interpersonal connections, cultivating an engaged audience, enabling reciprocal followership,
promoting citation and dissemination of content, and facilitating collaborative workflows
among employees. Additionally, it enhances initiative, creativity, and collective intelligence
within the organization, extending beyond mere knowledge documentation. Furthermore, the
network strengthens employee participation by encouraging brainstorming and the
generation of innovative ideas while providing a structured platform for question-and-answer
exchanges. Its overarching purpose is to effectively manage network functionalities,
systematically organize and archive knowledge, and ensure its accessibility to relevant
stakeholders.

Discussion and Conclusion: The results of the present study demonstrate that the proposed
model for designing knowledge-based social networks in Iranian academic libraries
incorporates four key dimensions—structural, content, educational, and technical—mediated
by organizational culture, which also exerts a direct influence on the final model.
Consequently, beyond traditional dimensions, the design of such networks must account for
organizational culture as well as social and human factors. By integrating these elements, the
resulting model can effectively enhance individual employee knowledge and, by extension,
organizational knowledge.

Originality: Given the growing emphasis on establishing knowledge-based societies and the
central role of universities in this endeavor, the development of a structured model for
knowledge-based social networks in academic libraries represents a novel and significant
contribution to the field.

Keywords: knowledge management, social networks, knowledge-oriented social network,
university library.
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Abstract

Introduction: Knowledge management activities, encompassing knowledge acquisition,
encoding, storage, transfer, application, and dissemination, are pivotal for organizational
success and sustainability. Among these, knowledge sharing is paramount in cultivating
creativity and attaining sustainable competitive advantages. Nevertheless, a considerable
obstacle within knowledge management is knowledge concealment, a deliberate act of
withholding valuable knowledge from colleagues. This behavior disrupts collaboration,
innovation, and organizational performance, ultimately jeopardizing organizational success.
The literature consistently underscores the negative correlation between knowledge hiding
and employee creativity, as it impedes the mutual exchange of knowledge and weakens
workplace collaboration. Despite concerted efforts to foster knowledge sharing, knowledge
hiding persists, creating a vicious cycle of distrust and diminished knowledge flow, which
consequently diminishes individual, team, and organizational performance. The detrimental
effects of knowledge hiding on interpersonal relationships, attitudes, and performance are
well-documented, emphasizing the critical need for a comprehensive understanding of this
phenomenon.

This study aims to address a significant research gap within the field of knowledge
management by examining the influence of knowledge hiding on individual performance,
with a particular focus on the mediating role of creativity. The research is situated within the
context of the public library system in Iran. Four hypotheses are tested: (1) a positive
association exists between individual creativity and individual performance; (2) knowledge
hiding exerts a positive influence on individual performance; (3) knowledge hiding positively
impacts individual creativity; and (4) individual creativity mediates the relationship between
knowledge hiding and performance. By investigating these relationships, this research seeks
to contribute to a more profound understanding of the dynamics of knowledge hiding,
illuminating its implications for creativity and performance within organizational settings.
Methodology: This applied research employs a descriptive-correlational design with a
guantitative approach to examine the relationship between knowledge hiding and
performance, mediated by individual creativity. The study population encompasses
managers, administrative staff, county heads, and officials employed in public libraries
throughout Iran. Owing to the logistical constraints of accessing this geographically
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dispersed population, a cluster sampling technique was utilized. Provinces were initially
clustered based on the number of libraries, and subsequently, one province was randomly
selected from each cluster: West Azerbaijan, Isfahan, Fars, South Khorasan, Bushehr, Sistan
and Baluchestan, and Tehran (given its central geographical location). A total of 215
participants were surveyed. Data collection utilized standardized questionnaires: Serenko and
Bontis (2016) to assess knowledge hiding (12 items encompassing evasive hiding, playing
dumb, and rationalized hiding), Kurniawanti et al. (2023) to measure individual creativity (5
items), and Babakus et al. (2009) to evaluate performance (4 items). Of the 215
questionnaires distributed, 210 were returned, with seven discarded due to incomplete
responses, yielding 203 valid responses. A five-point Likert scale was employed for all
measures. Convergent and discriminant validity of the instruments was confirmed. This study
contributes valuable insights into the interplay between knowledge hiding, creativity, and
performance within the context of public libraries.

Findings: This study sought to investigate the mediating influence of individual creativity
on the association between knowledge hiding and individual performance through the
application of structural equation modeling (SEM). The Standardized Root Mean Square
Residual (SRMR) demonstrated an acceptable model fit (SRMR < 0.08). The Sobel test
results provided evidence for a significant mediating effect, with Z-values exceeding 1.96 at
the 95% confidence level (P < 0.05). The Variance Accounted For (VAF) value of 0.579
indicates a partial mediation effect.

Path analysis demonstrated a significant positive relationship between individual creativity
and individual performance (f=0.505,t=4.861, p <0.05). This suggests that a one-standard-
deviation increase in individual creativity is associated with a 0.505-standard-deviation
increase in individual performance. Conversely, knowledge hiding exhibited a significant
negative impact on individual performance (f = -0.282, t = 2.654, p < 0.05), indicating that
a one-standard-deviation increase in knowledge hiding is associated with a 0.282-standard-
deviation decrease in individual performance. Furthermore, knowledge hiding significantly
and negatively influenced individual creativity (B =-0.769, t = 17.500, p < 0.05), suggesting
that a one-standard-deviation increase in knowledge hiding is associated with a 0.769-
standard-deviation decrease in creativity. These findings collectively support the hypothesis
that individual creativity partially mediates the negative relationship between knowledge
hiding and individual performance.

Discussion and conclusion: This research sought to validate the dimensionality and
indicators of knowledge hiding through confirmatory factor analysis while investigating its
detrimental impact on organizational performance within a specific cultural context. The
findings unequivocally demonstrate a significant and negative correlation between
knowledge hiding and performance, corroborating the conclusions of previous research (e.g.,
Singh, 2019; Kurniawanti et al., 2023). By obstructing the dissemination of crucial
information, knowledge hiding impedes effective decision-making, fostering
misunderstandings, eroding trust, and ultimately diminishing productivity. Furthermore, the
study revealed a significant negative impact of knowledge hiding on individual creativity,
aligning with the findings of Malik et al. (2019) and Connelly et al. (2019). These findings
underscore that knowledge hiding disrupts the seamless flow of essential knowledge, thereby
impeding creative processes and stifling innovation within the organizational framework.
Moreover, the study reveals a substantial positive correlation between individual creativity
and performance, emphasizing the pivotal role of creativity in augmenting organizational
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achievements. Individual creativity acts as a mediator in the relationship between knowledge
concealment and performance, attenuating the detrimental effects of knowledge concealment
on organizational performance. The findings imply that cultivating a knowledge-sharing
culture, underpinned by trust, transparency, and collaborative tools, can enhance creativity
and improve performance. Organizations are encouraged to implement incentive structures,
knowledge-sharing platforms, and educational programs to foster knowledge sharing and
minimize knowledge concealment, thereby maximizing the potential for creativity and
achieving sustainable success.

Originality: This research will make a significant contribution to the existing body of
literature on knowledge hiding. The findings of these studies underscore existing research
gaps in our comprehension of the relationship between knowledge hiding and performance.
Keywords: knowledge hiding, task performance, individual creativity, evasive hiding,
playing dumb, rational hiding
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Abstract

Introduction: Health information avoidance has increasingly been recognized as a
significant concern, particularly among individuals diagnosed with cancer, and is now
considered an integral component of the broader health information management process.
Within this context, some patients not only abstain from actively seeking information related
to their condition, but also purposefully—or as a result of diminished motivation—disengage
from available information altogether. Consequently, critical health information that could
substantially inform decision-making and support treatment adherence is, at times,
intentionally overlooked. Given the potential ramifications of such behavior, it is imperative
to investigate the underlying mechanisms and contributing factors that drive health
information avoidance, particularly among cancer patients. Among the various influencing
factors, cognitive characteristics play a pivotal role. In particular, two salient cognitive
traits—need for cognition and need for closure—are recognized for their substantial impact
on individuals’ engagement with or avoidance of health-related information, especially in
high-stress, emotionally charged contexts such as coping with cancer. Accordingly, the
present study aims to examine the extent to which need for cognition and need for closure
predict health information avoidance among individuals diagnosed with cancer.
Methodology: The study employed a quantitative research design, was applied in nature with
respect to its objectives, and utilized a descriptive-correlational approach for data collection.
The target population comprised students from Shiraz University who either had a personal
history of cancer or had a family member with such a history. In accordance with the research
objectives, a total of 212 participants were selected using convenience sampling and the
G*Power software for sample size determination. For data collection, a structured
questionnaire was employed, comprising three validated instruments: the Information
Avoidance Questionnaire, adapted from Miles et al. (2008); the Need for Cognition Scale,
developed by Cacioppo et al. (1984); and the Need for Closure Scale, originally developed
by Webster and Kruglanski (1994) and later revised and abbreviated by Roets and Van Hiel
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(2011). Following an assessment of the instruments’ validity and reliability, recruitment for
participation was conducted through social media platforms and in-person distribution at the
dormitories of Shiraz University. The collected data were analyzed using SPSS software
(version 23), employing Pearson correlation, simple linear regression, and multiple
regression analyses.

Findings: To examine the relationships among the variables of interest, Pearson correlation
analysis was employed. The results indicated a statistically significant negative correlation
between need for cognition and health information avoidance (r = —0.391, p < 0.01), as well
as a statistically significant positive correlation between need for closure and health
information avoidance (r = 0.157, p < 0.05). To further explore the predictive roles of need
for cognition and need for closure in health information avoidance among cancer patients,
simple linear regression analyses were conducted. The analysis revealed that need for
cognition accounted for 15.3% of the variance in health information avoidance. Accordingly,
need for cognition emerged as a significant negative predictor of health information
avoidance. Conversely, need for closure accounted for 2.4% of the variance in health
information avoidance, indicating that it served as a significant positive predictor.
Furthermore, to investigate the combined influence of need for cognition and need for closure
on health information avoidance among cancer patients, a multiple regression analysis was
conducted. The results indicated that the two variables jointly explained 21.4% of the
variance in health information avoidance. Thus, when considered simultaneously, both need
for cognition and need for closure were significant predictors of health information
avoidance.

Discussion and conclusion: The findings of the study indicate that both need for cognition
and need for closure, independently and interactively, significantly predict health information
avoidance behavior among cancer patients. Specifically, the interplay between these two
cognitive traits appears to play a critical role in shaping avoidance tendencies, contributing
to the development of more complex patterns of health information avoidance within this
population. Accordingly, it is recommended that the concurrent influence of need for
cognition and need for closure be carefully considered in efforts to understand and address
health information avoidance among cancer patients. This dual-perspective approach offers
a valuable foundation for the development of effective support systems and targeted
interventions that align with the cognitive profiles of this population. Furthermore, the
formulation of appropriate policies and practical strategies—such as the implementation of
educational initiatives (e.g., health information literacy programs)—may enhance patient
engagement with health information and mitigate avoidance behaviors.

Originality: This study makes a notable contribution to the existing body of literature by
addressing a relatively understudied area: the concurrent influence of need for cognition and
need for closure on health information avoidance among cancer patients. Whereas prior
research has generally considered these cognitive traits in isolation, the present study is
among the first to examine their joint impact. In doing so, it provides a more nuanced and
comprehensive understanding of the cognitive mechanisms underlying information
avoidance within this vulnerable population. By addressing this critical gap in the literature,
the study also establishes a foundation for future research aimed at designing health
communication strategies that are attuned to individuals’ cognitive profiles.

Keywords: Information Avoidance, Health Information Avoidance, Need for Cognition,
Need for Closure, Cancer Patients
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Abstract

Introduction: Plagiarism, particularly within academic and research contexts, represents a
substantial global challenge, including in Iran. Defined as the appropriation of another
individual's work or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment, plagiarism constitutes not
only a breach of ethical standards but also a legal offense in many jurisdictions. The
widespread availability of digital technologies and the internet has facilitated easier access to
and reproduction of content, thereby contributing to the increased incidence of plagiarism.
This practice significantly impedes intellectual and creative advancement by discouraging
original authors from pursuing innovative ideas, due to insufficient legal protection and
recognition of their contributions. While academic institutions frequently address plagiarism
through internal, non-judicial mechanisms—such as institutional policies and disciplinary
measures—the formal legal avenues for addressing plagiarism in Iran remain comparatively
underexplored. This paper aims to examine the judicial procedures applicable to plagiarism
cases within the Iranian legal system, with a particular focus on the preliminary stages of
litigation. Specifically, the study seeks to address the following research questions: What
legal provisions and regulatory frameworks exist in Iran to combat plagiarism? Which
judicial bodies possess the jurisdiction to adjudicate such cases? What are the procedural
steps for initiating legal complaints, and how is the offense of plagiarism substantiated before
the courts? Finally, what legal penalties are imposed upon individuals found guilty of
committing plagiarism?

Methodology: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, a widely utilized
research design in legal scholarship. It involves a comprehensive analysis of existing Iranian
legal frameworks governing intellectual property rights, with a particular emphasis on the
treatment of plagiarism in relation to literary and artistic ownership. A purposive sampling
strategy was employed to identify and examine the legal texts most pertinent to the study’s
research objectives. The primary sources of data include foundational legislative instruments
such as the Law for the Protection of Authors, Composers, and Artists (1969), the Law on
Translation and Reproduction of Books, Journals, and Scientific Works (1974), as well as
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relevant procedural statutes, including the Civil Procedure Code and the Criminal Procedure
Code. The analytical process is structured into three distinct stages: (1) a comprehensive
review of the relevant legal texts, accompanied by the compilation of key annotations; (2)
the systematic identification and categorization of these texts based on their pertinence to the
research questions; and (3) the interpretive analysis of their content to formulate responses
to the central inquiries guiding the study.

Findings: The findings underscore two principal legal avenues through which plagiarism
may be addressed in Iran: criminal and civil procedures. In the criminal context, the primary
objective is punitive, with sanctions typically including imprisonment or monetary fines.
Criminal cases are adjudicated either by the general criminal courts, which operate
nationwide, or, in Tehran, by the specialized Culture and Media Court (Branch 35), which is
tasked with handling cases involving intellectual property violations, including instances of
plagiarism. The criminal process generally commences with the submission of a formal
complaint to law enforcement authorities or the judiciary, followed by preliminary
investigations to assess the sufficiency of evidence for further legal action. A significant legal
provision in this context is the classification of plagiarism under the category of "private
rights" within Iranian criminal law. This designation implies that legal proceedings cannot
be initiated ex officio and must instead be triggered by a complaint from the aggrieved party.
Furthermore, the complainant retains the right to withdraw the complaint at any stage, which
consequently leads to the dismissal of the case. In contrast, civil proceedings primarily aim
to provide restitution to the victim for damages incurred as a result of plagiarism. Civil claims
related to plagiarism are typically brought before general civil courts or, alternatively,
through Dispute Resolution Councils, which operate nationwide. These proceedings
generally focus on securing financial compensation for tangible losses suffered by the
claimant, including lost income or reputational harm. However, pursuing civil litigation
entails considerably higher expenses than criminal proceedings, as court fees are often
calculated based on the monetary value of the damages sought. Consequently, individuals
contemplating civil action for plagiarism must carefully evaluate the potential benefits of
obtaining compensation against the substantial financial costs involved. The study further
examines the criteria employed in determining plagiarism under Iranian law. A central
consideration is whether the alleged act qualifies as “fair use,” a legal principle that permits
the limited use of copyrighted material without prior authorization, particularly for purposes
such as criticism, commentary, news reporting, education, scholarship, or research. In the
Iranian legal context, fair use is regulated under specific provisions of the Law for the
Protection of Authors, Composers, and Artists. For instance, the quotation of a limited
portion of a copyrighted work for educational or scholarly purposes, provided it is properly
cited, may be considered lawful. Conversely, the reproduction of substantial portions of a
work, or any use that adversely affects the market value or potential of the original work, is
more likely to constitute plagiarism. Additionally, the scope and significance of the material
reproduced are critical factors; Iranian law does not necessitate the duplication of an entire
work for an act to be deemed plagiarism. The unauthorized use of a "substantial part"—
evaluated in terms of either length or importance—can suffice to establish an infringement.
Moreover, judicial proceedings in Iran exhibit comparatively lower transparency in
addressing cases of plagiarism than in other areas of intellectual property law, such as
trademark or patent disputes. Although a legal framework is in place, a significant number
of authors and creators remain unaware of their rights or the legal mechanisms available for
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seeking redress in cases of plagiarism. As a result, most plagiarism-related conflicts are
resolved through non-judicial channels, including mediation or administrative penalties
imposed by academic institutions. However, these extrajudicial measures often lack the
binding authority required to effectively deter recurrent violations, thereby underscoring the
importance of the judicial process—an avenue that remains largely underutilized.
Discussion and Conclusion: The study concludes that although Iran possesses a
comprehensive legal framework for addressing issues related to plagiarism, substantial
challenges persist concerning accessibility, public awareness, and the practical effectiveness
of the system. A significant number of authors, researchers, and creators remain unaware of
their rights under existing intellectual property laws, and the judicial procedures available for
addressing instances of plagiarism are neither widely understood nor frequently utilized. In
contrast, non-judicial mechanisms—such as disciplinary measures implemented by academic
institutions—are more commonly employed; however, these approaches lack the legal
enforceability and deterrent capacity that formal judicial rulings offer. The research
recommends enhancing awareness among content creators and researchers regarding their
legal rights and the mechanisms available to seek judicial remedies for plagiarism. Moreover,
it advocates for further comparative studies to examine how other jurisdictions manage
plagiarism cases, with the aim of informing reforms that could streamline and clarify Iran’s
judicial processes. Improving the transparency and efficiency of these procedures may
increase the likelihood that victims will pursue legal redress and could serve as a stronger
deterrent against future acts of plagiarism.

Keywords: Plagiarism, Judicial Process, Intellectual Property, Copyright Law, Fair Use,
Iran.
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Abstract

Introduction: Today, the issue of development, particularly sustainable development, has
become a prominent topic of discussion across nations worldwide. Sustainable development
drives the advancement of cultural, social, economic, technological, international, and
environmental indicators, fostering continuous growth. Research institute libraries, as key
organizations within a nation, play a critical role in preserving and utilizing vast amounts of
unique information resources, including printed and non-printed materials, research projects,
and databases. The scientific future, progress, and development of a country are significantly
influenced by the scientific and research activities of these institutes, as well as the services
they provide. Consequently, it is imperative to conduct comprehensive research on
sustainable development within these libraries to ensure they remain aligned with both
national and international institutional sustainable development agendas. Furthermore,
university libraries, often regarded as the central hubs of academic institutions, are tasked
with delivering the highest quality, most efficient, and up-to-date scientific and research
services to their users, including professors and students. To achieve the goals of sustainable
development, it is essential to equip these libraries with modern technologies. This
integration of advanced tools and systems will enable them to meet the evolving demands of
their users while contributing to broader sustainable development objectives. The primary
aim of this research is to design an organizational sustainable development model that
leverages the capabilities of blockchain technology. This model is intended for
implementation in university libraries and research institutes under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology. By harnessing the potential of blockchain,
these institutions can enhance their operational efficiency, ensure data integrity, and foster
innovation, thereby supporting the overarching goals of sustainable development.
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Methodology: The research employs a mixed-methods approach, comprising both
qualitative and quantitative components. This study is classified as applied research. Data
collection in the qualitative phase was conducted through a library-based method, while the
quantitative phase utilized a survey method. Information in the qualitative phase was
gathered through the meticulous examination of textual documents and resources.
Specifically, the meta-synthesis method was applied to extract indicators and components
related to the two variables of sustainable development and blockchain technology. In the
guantitative phase, the Delphi method was utilized, involving a structured questionnaire
designed to "identify" and "screen™ the most critical indicators, as evaluated by experts.
Consequently, the Delphi panel was ultimately established with the participation of 114
individuals.

Findings: According to the derived model, achieving sustainable organizational
development in libraries through blockchain technology necessitates the consideration of five
primary indicators of organizational growth and development infrastructure. These indicators
include organizational economy, human resource development, technology development,
and blockchain technology infrastructure in libraries, each of which is further delineated by
specific sub-indices. The results indicate that these components encompass the infrastructure
for organizational growth and development, organizational economy, and human resource
development. Furthermore, with respect to the components of blockchain technology, the
findings highlight technology development and blockchain technological infrastructure as
critical elements. In the proposed model, the primary indicators for sustainable organizational
development in libraries are categorized into three key areas: organizational development
infrastructure, organizational economics, and human resource development. Additionally,
the model identifies blockchain-specific indicators, which include technology development
and blockchain technology infrastructure.

Discussion and Conclusion: In summary, the findings have led to the development of an
organizational sustainable development model comprising five key indicators: organizational
growth and development infrastructure, organizational economy, human resource
development, technology development, and blockchain technology infrastructure in libraries.
Each of these primary indicators is further delineated by specific sub-indicators outlined
within the model. The implementation of these sub-indicators is expected to significantly
enhance the organizational sustainable development of libraries, paving the way for
transformative advancements in the operations of libraries and information centers. Given
the increasing necessity for libraries to adopt modern technologies in delivering services to
contemporary users, leveraging these technologies is essential for fostering sustainable
development within the sector. By committing to the integration of all or even a subset of the
components identified in this study, libraries can achieve substantial outcomes in
organizational sustainable development within a relatively short timeframe. This approach
not only aligns with the evolving demands of the digital age but also positions libraries to
remain relevant and effective in their mission to serve communities.

Originality/Value: In the realm of sustainable organizational development, numerous
studies have been conducted employing diverse methodologies. While extensive research has
been undertaken within the country on the subject of blockchain technology, particularly
within the field of information science, there remains a notable gap in independent research
specifically addressing the intersection of blockchain technology and librarianship. From this
perspective, the present study serves as a pioneering effort, potentially paving the way for
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the integration of blockchain technology into the field of librarianship. The findings of this
research underscore several critical requirements for leveraging blockchain technology to
foster sustainable development in libraries. These include the formulation of a new library
policy that incorporates both sustainable development and blockchain components; the
implementation of in-service training programs for librarians and staff; the recruitment of
specialized and experienced human resources; and the prioritization of library activities in
the application of an organizational sustainable development model. These measures are
essential for harnessing the potential of blockchain technology to achieve sustainable
development within library systems.

Keywords: organizational sustainable development, block chain technology, libraries,
organizational economics, human resource development
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1. mixed method
2. qualitative research
3. quantitative research
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Abstract

Introduction: In the contemporary context, the evaluation and continuous improvement of
educational publications are vital to meeting the evolving expectations and needs of literate
learners. Despite this, research on educational publications—particularly within the domain
of literacy—remains underrepresented in scholarly discourse. Given the growing imperative
to enhance the quality of educational content and its critical role in the learning process, this
study underscores the importance of aligning published materials with the actual needs of the
target audience. Accordingly, the primary aim of this research is to analyze and develop
quality evaluation indicators for the literacy-focused magazine Second Chance from the
perspective of its readership. The findings of this study may serve as a model for other
educational publications seeking to enhance content quality and improve the effectiveness of
literacy education.

Methodology: The present study employed a survey-analytical approach and is categorized
as applied research. Specifically, this research is classified as a survey study based on its data
collection method. The statistical population comprised all readers of Second Chance

1. This article is taken from the selected research project of the country in the National Research and Technology
Festival of Farhangian University in 1403. The title of the project: "Evaluation of the content and appearance
structure of the Second Chance magazine for the less literate and its accessibility and usefulness from the audience's
point of view".
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©2025 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as long as the
original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publishers.


mailto:sk.hosseini@cfu.ac.ir
mailto:B.sabzeh@cfu.ac.ir
mailto:farzinpirdehi2004@gmail.com
mailto:maryam.saboori.20221@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-3916-2365
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0771-5845
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-6922-8422
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-5640-5071
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-6726-6696

VE-F Jlo o) o,leds VD 090 Ageden (o948 olRils o Sl , oMbl g (5,lulS asb iagsy VA~

magazine who are in the literacy consolidation stage. A random sampling technique was
utilized to select participants, resulting in a final sample size of 367 individuals. Data were
collected using a researcher-designed questionnaire consisting of 43 items, each rated on a
five-point Likert scale (ranging from "very little" to "very much"). The questionnaire was
developed through a systematic search and design process utilizing keywords related to
quality indicators of publications and educational resources within reputable scientific
databases. To establish the validity of the instrument, content validity was confirmed by
consulting experts and specialists in the field of literacy. Furthermore, the reliability of the
questionnaire was evaluated using Cronbach’s alpha, yielding an acceptable reliability
coefficient of 0.717. Finally, exploratory factor analysis (EFA) was employed to analyze the
collected data and to identify the underlying quality assessment indicators (factors) of the
Second Chance magazine.

Findings: Following the data analysis process, fifteen fundamental indicators (factors) were
identified for evaluating the quality of the Second Chance magazine. These indicators were
subsequently categorized into three subgroups: cognitive-educational, social-identity, and
structural design factors. Within the cognitive-educational subgroup, the following indicators
were classified: multifaceted development of literacy and applied skills (explained variance:
3.611), transfer of concepts through entertaining literary elements (explained variance:
3.293), development of knowledge and awareness in specific epistemological domains
(explained variance: 2.874), innovative thematic approaches in content (explained variance:
2.644), and the organization of educational programs aligned with learners’ knowledge
construction (explained variance: 2.598). Furthermore, the indicators encompassing
motivation and self-efficacy dissemination grounded in lived experiences and social needs
(explained variance: 6.308), synergy and discourse related to collective-national identity
(explained variance: 3.278), the sustainable development of learners' professional potential
(explained variance: 3.124), and interaction-based mechanisms for assessing and enhancing
the dynamism of the magazine (explained variance: 2.706) were classified within the
spectrum of underlying social-identity factor. Additionally, the structural design factors
encompassed the content optimization and effectiveness indices (explained variance:
17.134), the alignment of the magazine content with the audience context (explained
variance: 3.018), the efficiency of the structure and the methods of effective message
transmission (explained variance: 2.989), the appropriateness of the distribution network and
accessibility (explained variance: 2.534), the quality assurance and credibility of the
information presented in the magazine (explained variance: 2.444), and the visual design's
attractiveness (explained variance: 2.388.

Discussion and Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that the three foundational
factors—cognitive-educational, social-identity, and structural design—each contribute
significantly to the dimensions and indicators used in the quality assessment of the Second
Chance Literacy Journal. The cognitive-educational factor highlights the significance of
multifaceted content and innovative pedagogical approaches for concept transmission. This
factor effectively enhances the cognitive and scientific competencies of the target audience
through the application of constructivist and learner-centered learning principles.
Conversely, the social-identity factor reinforces audience motivation and social cohesion,
potentially fostering positive shifts in attitudes and behaviors by leveraging theories of self-
efficacy and social identity. Conversely, structural design emphasizes the efficiency of
communication and the accessibility of information. Specifically, this aspect facilitates user



access, attracts the target audience, and enhances the journal’s credibility by adhering to
established principles of educational and communication design. The findings suggest that a
balanced focus on cognitive, social, and structural dimensions can significantly improve the
quality of literacy publications and their effectiveness in empowering readers. Therefore, it
is imperative for educational publishing administrators and specialists to consider these
indicators during the processes of compiling, publishing, and evaluating journal performance.
Moreover, future strategies for literacy publishing should be developed within the framework
of these fundamental factors.

Originality: The review of the Second Chance magazine was conducted for the first time,
with the financial support of the Literacy Movement Organization and the technical
supervision of Dr. Hamid Reza Mashhad Abbasi, so that the organization can take action
based on the findings of this research to improve its quality.

Keywords: Compilation, quality indicators, evaluation, Second Chance Magazine, literacy.
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Abstract:

Introduction: Knowledge sharing is a fundamental human behavior subject to a myriad of
individual and contextual influences. As Sarvestani, Biranvand, and Shojaeifard (2022) posit,
motivation is a prerequisite for participation in organizational knowledge sharing. While the
factors influencing this motivation are diverse, their presence alone does not guarantee
knowledge dissemination. Rather, motivational factors serve as catalysts, either fostering or
inhibiting the knowledge sharing process within an organization. Given the critical role of
motivation in both the sharing and concealment of knowledge, this research examines the
impact of supervisory focus on these behaviors among the staff of Shiraz Dental School.
Methodology: The present study is an applied investigation into the relationship between
supervisory motivational dimensions and employee behaviors, specifically full sharing,
partial sharing, and knowledge concealment. The research population comprised all
employees of the Faculty of Dentistry, Shiraz University, in 1402, totaling 300 individuals.
A sample of 140 participants was determined using G*Power software and selected through
systematic random sampling. Data were collected using Ariel's (2016) questionnaire.
Descriptive and inferential statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS 25 and SmartPLS.
Descriptive statistics, including frequency, mean, and standard deviation, were employed to
summarize the data. Inferential statistics involved the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for
normality and partial least squares analysis using SmartPLS and the Nekui Brazesh method
for model assessment.

Findings: Research findings indicate that employees primarily concerned with averting
negative consequences, such as job loss, and prioritizing security needs, including the
fulfillment of duties and responsibilities, exhibit a tendency towards partial knowledge
sharing. They strategically withhold competitive skills and knowledge from public
dissemination. Conversely, employees motivated by positive outcomes and inclined to foster
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interpersonal relationships demonstrate a higher propensity for open knowledge sharing and
active communication. Consequently, a stronger individualistic orientation correlates with
reduced knowledge concealment. Notably, this study reveals that avoidance motivation does
not significantly influence concealment, contradicting previous research suggesting a link
between security-focused organizational cultures and employees' strategic knowledge
management. Such individuals seek to establish a competitive edge through ownership, control
over information and knowledge, risk aversion, and the maintenance of stability. Consequently,
employees motivated by avoidance tend to be inclined to conceal their knowledge (Hao &
Luanluan, 2019). Nevertheless, the present study reveals that employees exhibiting both
approach and avoidance motivations engage in knowledge sharing, albeit selectively. Their
preference for transferring experience and knowledge over security and competitive gain
motivates this behavior. Rather than hoarding information, they opt to share it.

Another finding of the research is that avoidant focus motivation does not influence complete
knowledge sharing. This may be attributed to the tendency of security-oriented employees to
minimize errors and preserve their current organizational standing. In this context,
individuals may perceive that fully disseminating their knowledge could yield negative
consequences, potentially positioning the trained colleague as a competitor. Such employees
might envision their role and position being usurped. Consequently, knowledge is regarded
as a competitive asset, deterring its complete sharing.

To enhance the impact and efficacy of knowledge sharing within universities, it is imperative
to consider contextual factors such as organizational trust, a cooperative climate, and
institutional support. Moreover, employee motivation should be amplified to discourage
knowledge hoarding and concealment. In such a conducive environment, employees would
be inclined to openly share knowledge and experiences without apprehension.

Discussion and Conclusion: Based on the research findings, a forward-focused motivation
correlates with reduced knowledge hiding and increased knowledge sharing behaviors.
Notably, employees driven by avoidance focus also engage in knowledge sharing, albeit
partially. This behavior stems from a prioritization of experience and knowledge transfer over
security and competitive advantage. Conversely, while avoidance focus does not influence
complete knowledge sharing, it is evident that security-conscious employees seek to prevent
errors and maintain their organizational standing.

Keywords: Regulatory Focus theory, promotion focus, prevention focus, knowledge sharing,
knowledge hiding
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